REMARKS 

It is respectfully requested that this Preliminary Amendment be entered in the 
above-identified application prior to examination. 

In the Notice of Omitted Items in a Nonprovisional Application, it is indicated 
that Figures 2 and 3 appear to be omitted from the application. By means of the present 
Preliminary Amendment, Figures 2 and 3 have been added. 

Applicants respectfully submit that no new matter has been introduced into the 
application by way of the present amendment. 

Firstly, the present application claims priority to Japanese Application serial 
Number 2001-070954, which is also incorporated by reference in the specification (see page 
1, lines 3-5). A claim of priority, along with the priority document, was filed with the 
application on February 26, 2002. Applicants respectfully submit that Figures 2 and 3 appear 
in the priority document, and because of its incorporation by reference, the addition of Figures 
2 and 3 to the present application cannot be considered new matter. 
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Secondly, Figures 2 and 3 illustrate a first embodiment of a holding section on 

m 

a distal end of the medical instrument. The holding section is shown in Figures la, lb, lc, 
and Id and described in the specification in detail. Therefore, Figures 2 and 3 merely show a 
detailed view of that which is described in the specification and shown in other Figures. 

Furthermore, a variation of the holding section shown in Figures 2 and 3 is 
illustrated in detail in Figures 8a and 8b. Figures 8a and 8b illustrate an alternative 
embodiment of a holding section that is very similar to the holding section of the first 
embodiment shown in Figures 2 and 3. The specification states that the difference between 
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the constitution of what is shown in Figures 2 and 3 and what is shown in Figures 8a and 8b is 
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that the grooves (22) are slanted and that in other constitutions, that which is shown in Figures 
8a and 8b is the same as the first embodiment (Figures 2 and 3). Therefore, those of ordinary 
skill in the art would understand Figures 2 and 3 to be similar to Figures 8a and 8b except for 
the orientation of the grooves. However, the grooves are described as extending in the same 
direction as the sheath for the first embodiment (see page 8, lines 13-15) and shown and 
described as being slanted in the alternative embodiment. 

In view of the above, those of ordinary skill in the art would not consider 
Figures 2 and 3 to be new matter but would be understandable from the description and other 
figures. Furthermore, Figures 2 and 3 are present in the priority document, which has been 
incorporated into the disclosure by its reference. Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit 
that the addition of Figures 2 and 3 by way of the present preliminary amendment is fully 
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supported in the original disclosure and does not introduce new matter into the specification. 
Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the present preliminary amendment be entered. 

In view of the above, early and favorable consideration are respectfully 

requested. 

Respectfully submitted, s\ 
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